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HACHIJOJIMA, AN ISLAND AFLOAT
ON THE KUROSHIO(BLACK CURRENT)

Hachijo-jima is located in the Pacific Ocean 287km south of Tokyo. It is

a gourd-shaped island with an area of 69.52km’. It is a volcanic island
belonging to the Fuji volcanic zone, consisting of Mt. Mihara(700.9m) in the
southeast and Hachijo Fuji(854.3m) in the northwest. The town is divided
into “Sakaue’and Sakashita’areas, with Sakaue encircling Mt. Mihara
and  containing the Kashitate, Nakanogo, and Sueyoshi communities, while
Sakashita is the economic hub of the island, including the communities of
Okago and Mitsune.

Hachijo Kojima , a small volcanic island, lies 7.5km northwest of Hachijo-
Jjima. With Mt. Taihei(616.8m) in its center, it has an area of 3. 1km’ and a
circumference of 8.7km. All residents were relocated from the island in June
1969, and it remains uninbabited.

Bathed by the warm Kuroshio(the Black / Japan Current), Hachijo-jima

boasts an average annual temperature of 17.8°C. The climate is characterized

by high temperatures, high humidity, and abundant in precipitation. The
population is slowly decreasing, with census figures showing 11,818 peoples
in 1960 ; 11,315 in 1965 ; 10,326 in 1970 ; 10,318 in 1975 ; 10,244 in
1980 ; 10,024 in 1985 ; 9,420 in 1990 ; 9,476 in 1995 ; 9,488 in 2000 ;
8,837 in 2005 ; 8,231 in 2010.

Main industries are agriculture(horticulture) and coastal fishing. Local
businesses produce Shochu(distilled spirits), Kusaya,and Kihachijo(silk) woven
handicrafis. Various kinds of service enterprises that are related to the tourism,

are also central of the island’s economy.
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Tokyo Electric Power Company : Hachijo-jima Geothermal Generator Site

In March 1999, for the first time on all remote island in Japan, let alone for Tokyo Electric Power Company, a geothermal generator was put into operation in
Hachijo-jima. Since converting subterranean heat into electricity is difficult, the site will use 3300kw as a base in conjunction with an existing diesel generator
to supply the electrical needs of the entire Hachijo-jima. Besides, the heat from the power plant is provided for the energy-saving greenhouses located near by the
plant.

These greenhouses contribute to the development of the agriculture in Hachijo-town.
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Lately, the issues of fossil fuel exhaustion and the destruction of the
environment have gained more notoriety. However, in the town of
Hachijo, the New Energy Industrial Technical Collective island and
conducted the “Geothermal Development Promotion Survey” in 1989
till 1991. Using that as a basis, the NEDO made Aiming to be the

Model Island of Clean Energy’a key phrase, and are testing clean energy

methods that are currently available.
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By the air route, Hachijo island, can be arrived from Tokyo Haneda Airport
within 55 minutes boarding either on ANA airbus A320 (166seats) or
Boeing 737-800 (176seats). Also, the access to Hachijos neighboring islands,
Aogashima, Mikurajima, Miyakejima, Toshima, and Oshima, is provided
every day by the Tokyo Island Shuttele helicopter. By the sea route, the Tokai
Kisen Ferry, Sarubia-maru or Kameria-maru sails daily from the Takeshiba
passenger terminal in Tokyo. Departing from Takeshiba, the ferry takes 11
hours to get to Hachijo, calling at Miyakejima and Mikurajima on the mid-
way to the island.
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This emblem symbolizes the rapid development of Hachijo. Arranging the characters for Hachijo into the
shape of a bird expresses the desire for both everlasting peace and continuous development of the town.
(design adopted October 1957)
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A type of thrush indigenous to Japan, it lives only on the Izu island and Yakushima. It is a small, pretty
bird with an average wingspan of 12cm; it nets in broad-leafed trees and eats insects, fruits, and berries.
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Originating around South Africas Cape of Good Hope, it belongs to the plantain family. From the axil
it puts out a long-stemmed flower of graceful, splendor, the shape of which gives us its common “bird of
paradise”.
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Known in Japan by the name SHINNO YASHI, the tree itself originated in Indochina. Cultivation on
Hachijo-jima begin in 1916 with the introduction of a pair of male and female trees. Production was
interrupted by WWIL, but the postwar revival of the floriculture industry saw cultivation of phoenix
roebelenii reborn, like the name of the phoenix itself. Hachijo-jima is now one of the world’s leading
producers of Phoenix roebelenii.
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Popular since the Meiji Era, Hachijo HARUTOBI adorned shop counters as a fish for auspicious
occasion. Aside from being used fresh, it is also dried and smoked, being especially prized as a souvenir. Its
popular name “Harbinger of spring ”, comes from the fact that every year in early spring the fish migrate
northwards through the Izu islands in order to spawn. The fish is most prevalent around Hachijo-jima,
and it occupies a dominant place in the local fishing industry .
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We, living on the Island of Hachijo, cannot help but feel fortunate in the bounty and beauty of our mountains, fields and sea. Coupled
with the long history of our island, this natural legacy has engendered civic pride and a determination to pursue the development of a

bright, peaceful community. It is in this spirit that we have formulated a Town Charter for Hachijo-machi. It will, we trust, serve as a
reminder of our communitys goals.
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We the people of Hachijo-machi

* Will strive to create a verdant community by respecting our heritage and preserving the natural environment.

o Will strive to create human community by caring for the elderly and rearing healthy childyen.
o Will strive to create flourishing community by maintaining our traditions and widening our cultural horizons.
* Will strive to create stimulating community by finding satisfaction in our work and pursuing new opportunities.

* Will strive to create heartwarming community by meeting our responsibilities and readily lending assistance.
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