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EE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

THE DAWN OF HISTORY

Although archaeological societies considered Hachijo to be an
uninhabited island in ancient times, in the summer of 1962, starting with
the discovery of a polished stone ax by a student of Mihara Junior High
School, a survey of the Yubama ruins began. In 1977, the Kurawa ruins
were discovered, and human bones and ornaments were dug up. The
following were made clear from these ruins surveys.

(O Although people were living in Hachijojima about 6,500 years ago,
they did not remain on the island continuously. @) People either came
and left by way of the other islands, or they simply passed away.
Support for the aformentioned come from the scale of the ruins, obsidian
arrowheads that are Kozushima-made, Jomon earthenware from the
mainland, and stone implements thought to be used to make canoes. 3
Houses were built in good locations due to the water being nearby and
the ease of obtaining things such as fruits, potatoes, fish, shellfish, and
birds. Also, it is thought that wild boar, which flourished when brought
to the island, was hunted because of the numerous boar and dog bones
found at the Kurawa ruins.

FROM THE KAMAKURA PERIOD TO THE EDO ERA

According to the Azumakagami= Hachijojima came under the control of
the mainland in 1186, during the Kamakura period (1185-1333), and was
classifed as a part of Sagami-no-kuni [the present Kanagawa Prefecturel.
The first permanent placement of government officials on the island is
thought to have occurred in 1338, during the Muromachi period (1336-
1573), when Ashikaga vassal Uesugi Noriaki dispatched envoys Okuyama
Iga and Kikuchi Jigoro. In 1440, Okuyama Sorin--a major landholder in
Kanagawa--controlled Hachijo, but in the latter part of the 15th century
the island was enveloped in a three-way struggle for control. Competing
with Okuyama were Miura Dosun of Sagami, and Hojo Soun of Odawara.
The struggle continued until 1515, when Hojo emerged victorious and
brought the entire island under his control. The origin of this rivalry is
thought to have been kihachijo= a silk product unique to Hachijojima and
used for payment of taxes. Later, from 1604 to the beginning of the Meiji
period (1868-1912), the island was under the jurisdiction of the Tokugawa
shogunate. It was during this period that nearly 2000 people were exiled
to Hachijojima for various crimes, leading to the island's reputation as an
“exile island." It was also during this time that islanders were subjected
to a number of natural disasters, famines, and plagues; life on Hachijo
was bitter and harsh.

HACHIJOJIMA FROM MEIJI ON

In 1869 Hachijo was placed under the jurisdiction of Sagami Prefecture,
bringing into being the villages of Mitsune, Okago, Kashitate, Nakanogo,
and Sueyoshi on Hachijojima, and those of Utsuki and Toriuchi on
Hachijo-Kojima [the islet just off the coast of Hachijojimal. Over the
next ten years various prefectures held sway over Hachijojima: Nirayama
(1870); Ashigara (1871); Shizuoka (1876); and Tokyo (Jan. 11, 1878),
under the jurisdiction of which it has since remained.

The 1908 Islands, Towns, and Villages Ordinance was implemented
in the five villages of Hachijojima, but not on Hachijo-Kojima, where the
village-head system of government continued until promulgation of the
Local Government Act in October1947.
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EE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

THE BIRTH OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF HACHIJO

On Oct. 1, 1954, under the provisions of the Towns and Villages
Amalgamation Act, the villages of Mitsune, Kashitate, Nakanogo,
Sueyoshi, and Toriuchi were combined into the Village of Hachijo, which
on April 1, 1955 was combined with the villages of Okago and Utsuki to
create the present Town of Hachijo.

RELOCATION FROM HACHIJO-KOJIMA

Although living conditions on Hachijo-Kojima had improved around the
time of the 1954-55 incorporations, the island later suffered from severe
depopulation, a decline in the standard of living, an aging population,
and deadlocked development plans. Eventually there were fewer than
100 people living on the island, and talk of relocating residents increased.
In March 1966 all residents petitioned the Hachijo Town Council for
relocation, and on June 20 the council conducted a survey of Hachijo-
Kojima; on June 22 the residents' petition was accepted. The petition
cited the following factors in requesting relocation:

1. Lack of telephone, water, and medical facilities.
2. An increased disparity in living standards.

3. An increased tendency toward depopulation.

4. The education bottleneck.

Based on the above, in January 1969 all residents were evacuated with
assistance from the Tokyo metropolitan government, leaving Hachijo-
Kojima deserted.

STEPS TO RELOCATION

1966 March Residents opt for relocation, and submit "A Petition
Regarding Aid for and Expedition of Relocation" to
Hachijo Town Council.
June Hachijo Town Council adopts the petition.
July Hachijo Town Council establishes the "Kojima

Relocation Policy Committee."

1967 September  Hachijo petitions the Tokyo Metropolitan Government
regarding "Aid to the Town of Hachijo Coinciding
with Implementation of the Relocation of All
Residents of Hachjio-Kojima."
1968 October Creation of residents' conference on land prices, etc.
(Land was purchased from residents for ¥28.1/mi ,
and from non-residents for ¥18.1/n1 .)
1969 January Relocation process begins.
June Toriuchi and Utsuki elementary and junior high

schools closed. All residents leave the island (24

households/91 people).
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