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HACHIJOJIMA, AN ISLAND AFLOAT
ON THE KUROSHIO(BLACK CURRENT)

Hachijo-jima is located in the Pacific Ocean 287km south of Tokyo. It is
a gourd-shaped island with an area of 69.48kn’. It is a volcanic island
belonging to the Fuji volcanic zone, consisting of Mt. Mihara(700.9m) in
the southeast and Hachijo Fuji(854.3m) in the northwest.

The town is divided into “Sakaue’and Sakashita’areas, with Sakaue
encircling Mt. Mihara and containing the Kashitate, Nakanogo, and
Sueyoshi communities, while Sakashita is the economic hub of the island,
including the communities of Okago and Mitsune.

Hachijo Kojima , a small volcanic island, lies 7. 5km northwest of Hachijo-
jima. With Mt. Taihei(616.8m) in its center, it has an area of 3. 08km” and
a circumference of 8.7km. All residents were relocated from the island in
June 1969, and it remains uninhabited.

Bathed by the warm Kuroshio(the Black / Japan Current), Hachijo-
Jjima boasts an average annual temperature of 17.8°C. The climate is
characterized by high temperatures, high humidity, and abundant in
precipitation.

The population is slowly decreasing, with census figures showing 11,818
peoples in 1960 ; 11,315 in 1965 ; 10,316 in 1970 ; 10,318 in 1975 ;
10,244 in 1980 ; 10,024 in 1985 ; 9,420 in 1990 ; 9,476 in 1995 ; 9,488
in 2000 ; 8,837 in 2005 ; 8,231 in 2010.

Main industries are agriculture(horticulture) and coastal fishing. Local
businesses produce Shochu(distilled spiris), Kusaya,and Kihachijo(silk)
woven handicrafis. Various kinds of service enterprises that are related to the

tourism, are also central of the island’s economy.
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We, living on the Island of Hachijo, cannot help but feel fortunate in the bounty and beauty of our mountains, fields and sea. Coupled
with the long history of our island, this natural legacy has engendered civic pride and a determination to pursue the development of a
bright, peaceful community. It is in this spirit that we have formulated a Town Charter for Hachijo-machi. It will, we trust, serve as a

reminder of our community’s goals.
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We the people of Hachijo-machi
* Will strive to create a verdant community by respecting our heritage and preserving the natural environment.
* Will strive to create human community by caring for the elderly and rearing healthy children.
* Will strive to create flourishing community by maintaining our traditions and widening our cultural horizons.
* Will strive to create stimulating community by finding satisfaction in our work and pursuing new opportunities.

* Will strive to create heartwarming community by meeting our responsibilities and readily lending assistance.
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This emblem symbolizes the rapid development of Hachijo. Arranging the characters for Hachijo into the

shape of a bird expresses the desire for both everlasting peace and continuous development of the town.
(design adopted October 1957)
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VIN BIRD / Akakokko

A type of thrush indigenous to Japan, it lives only on the Izu islands and Tokara islands. It is a small, pretty
bird with an average wingspan of 12cm; it nets in broad-leafed trees and eats insects, fruits, and berries.
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OWN FROWER / Strelitzia Regin
Originating around South Africas Cape of Good Hope, it belongs to the plantain family. From the axil
it puts out a long-stemmed flower of graceful, splendor, the shape of which gives us its common “bird of
paradise”.
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TOWN TREE / Phoenix roebeler

Known in Japan by the name SHINNO YASHI, the tree itself originated in Indochina. Cultivation on
Hachijo-jima begin in 1916 with the introduction of a pair of male and female trees. Production was
interrupted by WWIL but the postwar revival of the floriculture industry saw cultivation of phoenix

roebelenii reborn, like the name of the phoenix itself. Hachijo-jima is now one of the worlds leading
producers of Phoenix roebelenti.
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Popular since the Meiji Era, Hamatobiuo, which its name goes by Harutobi as a dialect in Hachijo,
adorned shop counters as a fish for auspicious occasion . Aside from being used fresh, it is also dried and
smoked, being especially prized as a souvenir. Its popular name “Harbinger of spring ”, comes from the
fact that every year in early spring the fish migrate northwards through the Izu islands in order to spawn.
The fish is most prevalent around Hachijo-jima, and it occupies a dominant place in the local fishing
industry .
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GETTING TO HACHIJO
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By the air route, Hachijo island, can be arrived from Tokyo Haneda
Airport within 55 minutes boarding either on ANA airbus A320
(166seats). Also, the access to Hachijos neighboring islands, Aogashima,
Mikurajima, Miyakejima, Toshima, and Oshima, is provided every
day by the Tokyo Island Shuttele helicopter. By the sea route, the Tokai
Kisen Ferry, Tachibana-maru sails daily from the Takeshiba passenger
terminal in Tokyo. Departing from Takeshiba, the ferry takes 11 hours
to get to Hachijo, calling ar Miyakejima and Mikurajima on the mid-

way to the island.
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THE DAWN OF HISTORY

Although archaeological societies considered Hachijo to be an
uninhabited island in ancient times, in the summer of 1962, starting with
the discovery of a polished stone ax by a student of Mihara Junior High
School, a survey of the Yubama ruins began. In 1977, the Kurawa ruins
were discovered, and human bones and ornaments were dug up. The
following were made clear from these ruins surveys.

(@ Although people were living in Hachijojima about 6,500 years ago,
they did not remain on the island continuously. (@) People either came
and left by way of the other islands, or they simply passed away.
Support for the aformentioned come from the scale of the ruins, obsidian
arrowheads that are Kozushima-made, Jomon earthenware from the
mainland, and stone implements thought to be used to make canoes. (3
Houses were built in good locations due to the water being nearby and
the ease of obtaining things such as fruits, potatoes, fish, shellfish, and
birds. Also, it is thought that wild boar, which flourished when brought
to the island, was hunted because of the numerous boar and dog bones
found at the Kurawa ruins.

FROM THE KAMAKURA PERIOD TO THE EDO ERA

According to the Azumakagami= Hachijojima came under the control of
the mainland in 1186, during the Kamakura period (1185-1333), and was
classifed as a part of Sagami-no-kuni [the present Kanagawa Prefecture].
The first permanent placement of government officials on the island is
thought to have occurred in 1338, during the Muromachi period (1336-
1573), when Ashikaga vassal Uesugi Noriaki dispatched envoys Okuyama
Iga and Kikuchi Jigoro. In 1440, Okuyama Sorin--a major landholder in
Kanagawa--controlled Hachijo, but in the latter part of the 15th century
the island was enveloped in a three-way struggle for control. Competing
with Okuyama were Miura Dosun of Sagami, and Hojo Soun of Odawara.
The struggle continued until 1515, when Hojo emerged victorious and
brought the entire island under his control. The origin of this rivalry is
thought to have been kihachijo= a silk product unique to Hachijojima and
used for payment of taxes. Later, from 1604 to the beginning of the Meiji
period (1868-1912), the island was under the jurisdiction of the Tokugawa
shogunate. It was during this period that nearly 2000 people were exiled
to Hachijojima for various crimes, leading to the island's reputation as an
“exile island." It was also during this time that islanders were subjected
to a number of natural disasters, famines, and plagues; life on Hachijo
was bitter and harsh.

HACHIJOJIMA FROM MEIJI ON

In 1869 Hachijo was placed under the jurisdiction of Sagami Prefecture,
bringing into being the villages of Mitsune, Okago, Kashitate, Nakanogo,
and Sueyoshi on Hachijojima, and those of Utsuki and Toriuchi on
Hachijo-Kojima [the islet just off the coast of Hachijojimal. Over the
next ten years various prefectures held sway over Hachijojima: Nirayama
(1870); Ashigara (1871); Shizuoka (1876); and Tokyo (Jan. 11, 1878),
under the jurisdiction of which it has since remained.

The 1908 Islands, Towns, and Villages Ordinance was implemented in
the five villages of Hachijojima, but not on Hachijo-Kojima, where the
village-head system of government continued until promulgation of the
Local Government Act in October1947.

Hachijo 2014



J\LRTDREIL

MA294E10H 1 H, WTR & HHeEEIC X
DR, BN 2B RE BETORK D
affuT R ic0 #2304 44 1H. A
L KRB, FHEAROBENDEHFL T /UL
iy) MREEL. FHICKATOET,

NLNEDS|EZT

BEF129. 30FEDAPHC K b/ SLHTAEA:
LE Lize TOTANEE, EiESEMFEN L
Lizd DD, ZFO%ITEEEAE L < AEfSKk
EOREEE L, ElbhER, FIRGIHEL
TEHEF D, FREDWVIC 1008 2H 5T
LEWVWELE, TOXS kb TeaMED
MDA D, HH41FE SAEME R
A LTRSS 2RI L E Uiz,

A 2T AT, FEA414E 6H20

H. /hNeoRIGHEEZITV, HH22HICC
NERIRLUE LTz,

FEEENAR BT B &

1. & - Kl - EROMRDEN
2. AErEKEREOIR

3. NEBOMHEHANEKTH S
4. THOBEEDHVE

chic kb, BRI44FE 1H X D EOE
TEENFIEH[TEAELEDE LT,

HMET TOEE

NEEREEBSRE. N
SCHTRE RIS U TR,
BB Rl et
67 JULHTRER TREL £RIR
[EERAS K SSNIN T 27158
R e 2 A I

JUCHTRES TN EER
D BEEERDIHEITHE S I\
SCHTIE N9 2 ) BilG

EFI414E 3H

iRfi424 9H

LIRS (PR P
72D 93H, NMEHE0M) &
ZIZDOWVT, ERE DI
JRAT
ff444 1H  BESHLG

6 SFI/N - AR TN -
R BfEET %,
241 ANTTI91A

HEf1434:10H

THE BIRTH OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF HACHIJO

On Oct. 1, 1954, under the provisions of the Towns and Villages
Amalgamation Act, the villages of Mitsune, Kashitate, Nakanogo,
Sueyoshi, and Toriuchi were combined into the Village of Hachijo, which
on April 1, 1955 was combined with the villages of Okago and Utsuki to
create the present Town of Hachijo.

RELOCATION FROM HACHIJO-KOJIMA

Although living conditions on Hachijo-Kojima had improved around the
time of the 1954-55 incorporations, the island later suffered from severe
depopulation, a decline in the standard of living, an aging population,
and deadlocked development plans. Eventually there were fewer than
100 people living on the island, and talk of relocating residents increased.
In March 1966 all residents petitioned the Hachijo Town Council for
relocation, and on June 20 the council conducted a survey of Hachijo-
Kojima; on June 22 the residents' petition was accepted. The petition
cited the following factors in requesting relocation:

1. Lack of telephone, water, and medical facilities.

2. An increased disparity in living standards.

3. An increased tendency toward depopulation.

4. The education bottleneck.
Based on the above, in January 1969 all residents were evacuated with
assistance from the Tokyo metropolitan government, leaving Hachijo-
Kojima deserted.

STEPS TO RELOCATION

1966 March Residents opt for relocation, and submit "A Petition
Regarding Aid for and Expedition of Relocation" to
Hachijo Town Council.
June Hachijo Town Council adopts the petition.
July Hachijo Town Council establishes the "Kojima

Relocation Policy Committee."

1967 September  Hachijo petitions the Tokyo Metropolitan Government
regarding "Aid to the Town of Hachijo Coinciding
with Implementation of the Relocation of All
Residents of Hachjio-Kojima."
1968 October Creation of residents' conference on land prices, etc.
(Land was purchased from residents for ¥28.1/m ,
and from non-residents for ¥18.1/m .)
1969 January Relocation process begins.
June Toriuchi and Utsuki elementary and junior high

schools closed. All residents leave the island (24

households/91 people).
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